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Claire Hamburger on 1981 Hackney Riots 

I lived in John Campbell Road, which is off Kingsland Road. And I remember the 

first bit of the riots in Hackney was there was a café which I could see from where 

I lived, in Sandringham Road, where the West Indian community hung out, and the 

police raided that café, and that was the start of the riots in Hackney itself. And 

err… I remember the police were unprepared, so they came along and tried to get 

dustbins lids from all the people, residents there… and then we, all of us, just about 

everyone took the dustbin lids away so they couldn’t use them anymore. And I 

remember watching some of the stuff, and there were like groups of people all the 

time in the street, you know. It was the police on one side and then some black 

people on the other side, all just sort of ambling about and then you never knew 

whether, when something was gonna kind of take off, you know what I mean, 

happen. So, remember that. But it was, again, it was almost like the police did 

actually err provoke that a bit… maybe it would’ve happened anyway, cos that was 

a kind of copycat rioting that was going round, but I think they certainly 

contributed to it happening in Hackney, cos I can remember distinctly them raiding 

the café. In fact, I actually felt really safe because there were so many people all 

night long and stuff that, as a woman on my own I actually found it quite easy to 

kind of come back in the middle of the night and stuff, you know, in a way that I 

probably wouldn’t have done normally.  
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Claire Hamburger on divisions within anti-fascism 

The ANL were trying to kind of appease the police, and make it a very populist 

campaign, which is many ways was a good thing, cos it did have an influence on, 

you know, what, what ordinary people will actually feel able to say in the street, 

for example, so it’s a bloody good thing. But at the time though, it was like, yeah 

they sort of dismissed a lot of issues, you know, like the connection between, as I 

say, like, immigration and anti-fascism. You know, there was, they didn’t make the 

link. It wasn’t… and there was very prominent leaders, you know, um Paul Foot I 

think was one of the leaders. And Peter Tatchell… no, it can’t have been Peter-? 

INTERVIEWER: Yeah, but he was- 

Was it Peter Tatchell? 

INTERVIEWER: He was involved sometime, yeah.  

Yeah, and I remember one demo where I actually had a big argument with him. 

[LAUGHS]. They were trying… we were trying… some of us were trying to go 

and confront the fascists, who were somewhere else, you know, in another route 

that the police were trying to stop us from going on, and, and they were at the front 

telling everyone to keep going, and not to confront the fascists, and I remember 

having a big argument with them in the street. Erm… and err… well, I don’t 

actually know now, you know, I don’t know whether I, what I think about it. I 

don’t know whether it was a good thing to physically confront the fascists or not. I 

don’t really know. I don’t… don’t know.  

 


