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Jasbir Singh on arriving in London 

I came over in 1974. Er, September the twelfth. The date’s imprinted in my mind. 

And er, XXXX and I arrived and it was, er, my aunt, my father’s sister, she lived 

here and she lived on her own. She came and picked us up from the airport and she 

brought us back to her – I mean, she lived in a small, one-bedroom flat, er in the 

Oval. And er, so we all kind of, I mean it was a tiny flat. I mean, it was no more 

than one and a half times this room, really. Er everything - we had, a bedroom, a 

living room and a kitchen, and the bathrooms were downstairs. Er I think there was 

– and we lived there for a week and we started getting used to the tube system, er I 

think the main thing which struck me in the first few weeks is, I thought I spoke 

reasonable English when I came, I couldn’t understand a word anybody was 

saying. I think, to do with the accent or whatever, I just couldn’t understand a 

single word. Going to the shops and listening to what people are trying to say – er, 

and I used to ask a question and they’d just speak and I never understood a word. It 

took me several months before I could actually understand what people were 

saying. … 

it was September, and the weather was fine. I’d never experienced real cold before. 

Er, so getting into November, December and starting to get cold – by that time I’d 

decided I’ll, er I just felt I couldn’t live my, in my aunt’s flat, you know, it was just 

not right. And my friend eventually left, and he said he will find his own digs, and 

er we went to the same school so we used to see each other every day. And I just 

said, well I think it’s crazy, me living in my aunt’s. She’s sleeping in the living 

room and I’m sleeping in a tiny little bedroom, she should be sleeping there. She’s 

forty-something. And er I eventually said to her, look, I have to move out. She 

wasn’t very happy – where are you gonna get the money from? Are you gonna pay 

– how are you gonna pay your rent? I said I’ll get a job, which I did. I worked 

every night at cinemas, and did daytime jobs, nighttime jobs, um and did my A-

levels at the same time. 
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Jasbir Singh on Newham police  

I think at that point the police were very careful – if you had a call from Newham 

Monitoring Project, you needed to be, you needed to take it seriously because these 

guys really are a pain in the bum. You know? They know how to cause trouble, 

and they know the right channels to go down as well to cause trouble. So, I mean 

I’ve been on calls and I can still remember a racist attack taking place in Star Lane, 

er in South Newham, just off the Barking Road, where there were three – a woman 

and her three children in there, and she’s called – I’m sitting on the phone at er ten 

o’clock at night or something like that, and I got the police on the other line saying 

er it’s been three minutes now and you still haven’t got there! Well, we will be 

there in two minutes’ time. That’s not good enough! So we were very bold and 

very confident to be able to talk to them – it’s not that easy to talk to the police in 

that manner. Um and I think we developed that because we had lots of face-to-face 

meetings with the police. On every um police harassment case we would go and 

have meetings with them, so we became a little bit more experienced, a little bit 

more confident in the way, what we can and cannot say and how we deal with a 

specific case and move it forward and so on. It became sometimes a little bit of a 

game with the police, as well. Erm…I think we got some wins, some very good 

responses, because of our position and er sometimes, we, no doubt that the police 

treated us with utter disgust er as troublemakers, as er you know not understanding 

what they’re trying to do and so on. Um and er…I think the relationship, all the 

years that I was there at Newham Monitoring Project, it’s a very different 

relationship with the police right now, I think with black community groups and so 

on. Um, I think at that point it was a hostile relationship, it was a…required 

working relationship in order to move cases, in order to move issues forward as 

well, and so on. So it was that kind of, we just, I think people who were involved 

in Newham Monitoring Project had a lot of…er, I was gonna say hatred. Not so 

much hatred, but dislike for the police because of some of the cases that we were 

involved in. That kind of relationship. 

 


