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Kevin Blowe on working for Newham Monitoring Project 

In that period there was, I was living in Newham by this stage. I was living on, 

erm, in Manor Park. The end of my road there’d been a racist murder. A Tamil guy 

called Panchadcharam Sahitharan , who was murdered in 91. Erm, and then the 

taxi, taxi firm where I knew a couple of people on Green Street, the guy there 

who’d been really badly battered by the police, that’s Tony Dean. I got to know his 

family. Erm, and then, so when I finished NUS London. Didn’t have a job. I 

basically came down to volunteer, initially for a couple of days at Newham 

Monitoring Project… Gone 22 years later, I’m still there! So, so I did two years 

volunteering, um, for par-, for substantial part of that I was homeless. So I was 

living on peoples’ floors, and just basically turning up for the project every day, 

doing loads of work, doing stuff that I could contribute cos their caseworker’s 

doing stuff. And erm, the staff were all black, Asian. Y’know, all Hoss, actually, 

his family are from Iran. So doing quite a lot of backroom stuff and contributing to 

bits of the campaigning and doing some specific work around police harassment in 

Canning Town of, was a white family that we made some links with, and also 

contributing to the stuff around the BNP. 

…I mean my involvement has been um, I’ve never worked, never been paid to 

work for NMP, it’s always been as a volunteer. Um it’s always been a political 

choice. It’s always been about both the commitment to fighting racism but also a 

commitment to this sort of community organising from the bottom up. It wasn’t 

doing - being an anti-racist wasn’t about going on some big demonstration, it was 

doing something in the area where you live. And I think that um explains why, 

twenty-two years later, I’m still involved. I don’t think it would have been the case 

otherwise. Unless it was something that was that real, and that immediate. And 

I’ve met some absolutely amazing people along the line, you know, people that are 

not the famous cases. I still bump into them quite often on Green Street, people 

come up and talk to me and I think who the hell are you? 
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I think the, the political stuff for people of my age, we looked on what happened 

with the police in places like in places like Orgreave and so on in the, during the 

miners’ strike. Um the big one in this area was, was Wapping. And, and were just 

slightly horrified by that. When I started, got involved in NMP, it was an eye-

opener then because those were quite big things, you know. That was the big 

dramatic stuff. It was finding out about the daily grind of stops, I mean people have 

been like stopped twenty-five, thirty times in a month. The same person, because 

of the car they drove. That was new. Um and because I wasn’t doing a lot of 

casework, I was doing a lot of the background stuff - except for some of the work 

that I did in Canning Town, there was a white family that were attacked there and 

they’d come along and said oh, we um we understand that you only deal with um 

with black communities but we want some help. They walked in and the guy had 

all the skin scraped off his face where he’d been just dragged on the floor by the 

cops. And we said well no, you misunderstood. What do you need? Er, got them 

lawyers, helped them set up a campaign, got them off. Y’know, because they were 

charged with assaulting a police officer which is another, was another very 

common thing at that stage. Um and because there had been bits of involvement, 

and bits of it that were personal in terms of people you’d work for, and then you 

know, and you get to meet the family of someone who’s died in police custody, it’s 

just gut-wrenching. Um...that...the emotion that comes from meeting people for 

whom that’s a reality is something that you can’t really escape. Um and that’s what 

I mean about that grassroots, bottom-up stuff being something that sustains you. It 

sustains you because you meet real people all the time, you meet - well, 

everybody’s real - but you meet people who have been through these experience 

and have had a terrible time. And you know, you have this sympathy that you want 

to show some solidarity and support to them, you wanna do something because it’s 

not an issue you’ve read about the in the papers or whatever, it’s a real person 

that’s sitting down in front of you. I think that’s probably what’s the driver for 

those people who have been involved in NMP and sticking around for a long time. 

Because you, you know, you keep on doing that. It’s constantly refreshed, you’re 

constantly meeting new people that are in a difficult situation that you wanna 

support. 

 


