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Shaukat Khan on community work in Walthamstow 

One of the things that in the youth centres we were doing er was, we started up a 

discussion group. What we called the academic group, which was to engage people 

in talking about issues, talking about things, er from Islam, from religion, from 

culture, living in the society, multiculturalism, racism, um discrimination. All of 

that, so people can share about their feeling in that time. And um, and that was 

very helpful. That was very useful, because there were people, you were beginning 

to feel what were the common things that people had, what were the issues. And it 

was also then an era when you started getting problems in the streets. Paki-bashing 

came into it, that we were, we beginning to know that in High Street that you will 

have many boys beaten up by gangs of white youths, then you started getting, that 

there were conductors, bus conductors going on the Chingford Road, where they 

were on late shifts beaten often, and sometime nobody will come to help them. 

That police were not very helpful, they would say ‘Who are the witnesses? Where 

are they?’ You know, the typical thing, of course. So there was a fear being built 

up. But this discussion group was also helpful in that sense. We moved that 

discussion to the local college, the Waltham Forest College who had a branch in 

Hoe Street, where there were a large number of foreign students, Asian students as 

well, doing accountancy, all kinds of courses. And to built that up, so that that was 

the kind of er transition from a youth centre into doing a bit more activities, 

engaging more people into looking at wider issues, getting speakers from outside, 

asking questions. Why we do things like that? What is our role? Even internally 

about our culture. What is our culture? What is our religion? Why do we pray five 

times a day? Why we do this and that? So there were um a genuine exposure to our 

own behaviour, our own thinking and so on. 

Shaukat Khan on multiculturalism 

We had a centre where we hold quite a lot of cultural things, and instead of sort of 

saying well, Asians will have their music and church, they will have some of their 

own, and we’d say look, let’s get people working together. Mothers coming 

together to talk about their children. We work – as a youth worker, I was working 

in the schools. In most of the senior schools in that time, because youth service was 

a part of education. In Walthamstow Girls School, in Leytonstone, I think there 

were seven and eight which were not of the Primary and Junior but certainly senior 
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school. Where we started working, getting younger people to come together and 

talk about their fears, talk about their erm anxieties, their future, but also er share 

their own richnesses, so for instance we say, look, why don’t we have a joint music 

concert where people are coming and they’ll see that they’re not, er, seeing the bad 

side of it but they’re seeing the good side of it. Help people to understand that 

being in a, living in a multicultural, multireligious, is um a er source of success and 

a source of our, in a sense, strength. Not a disadvantage. 

 


